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We always hope we won’t be a victim to a burglary or theft, but the chances are pretty good the majority of us could 
become a victim at any time.  Please take the  time to make a home inventory of all of your possessions.  This could help 
law enforcement identify your property and return it to you.  In case of an insurance claim for fire or theft, the inventory 
could be very valuable in solving a claim.

HOW TO MAKE A HOME INVENTORY
There are several ways to create a home inventory:

Notebook with photos: Get a notebook and make a section for each room in your house or apartment.  As 
you go through each room, document every item. List serial numbers, model numbers and purchase price.  If you have 
receipts attach them.Your local hardware store may also have a tool to help you engrave the item with your driver’s 
license number. (These are very inexpensive). Bed, Bath & Beyond carried them for around $14.00.

Take a photo:  You may have paintings, jewelry, coin collections, etc.You can attach an envelope to each page 
for your receipts. In case of fire, it is very important to list your clothing.  How many pairs of socks? How many blouses 
or pants? etc. Don’t forget your patio or garage.

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH INFORMATION
by Barb Powers, Neighborhood Watch Committee

Make a video: Create a mini-movie with a room-by-room inventory. Record or read the serial numbers, model 
numbers and describe each item. Collect your receipts , attach and store all in an envelope.

Digital: If you are into computers, you can find free software to help you with your inventory.  Microsoft’s Excel is 
available to create the inventory pages. You may  find other free programs on line. Take pictures, scan receipts, print a 
disc of all for the inventory.

Store your home inventory off site: In case of fire or theft 
you want your inventory to be safe.  Store it in a bank safe deposit box, safe, 
or leave copy with a relative. You could do all three.

Update: Be sure and update your inventory with each big item purchase.



Palm Desert 
Country Club Association
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MONDAY
6:30 am - AA

Jazzercise...9:15 a.m.
Weight Watchers...11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m.

Jazzercise...6-7 p.m.

TUESDAY
6:30 a.m. - AA

PDCCA Board Meets
Every Second Tuesday...6:00 p.m.
A.A. Primary Purpose...7:00 p.m.

Jazzercise...9:15 a.m.
Jazzercise...6-7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
6:30 a.m. - AA

Jazzercise...9:15 a.m.
WOMEN’S Group A.A....7:00 p.m. Weekly

Jazzercise...6-7 p.m.

THURSDAY
6:30 a.m. - AA

Jazzercise...9:15 a.m.
Jazzercise...6-7 p.m.

FRIDAY
6:30 a.m. - AA

Jazzercise...9:15 a.m.
Narcotics Anonymous...7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY
6:30 am - AA

SUNDAY
6:30 a.m. - AA

Desert Harvest Four Square Gospel
Church 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Weekly

NEWS DEADLINE: Sept. 10, 2011
(10th of each month; if 10th falls on a weekend, 

deadline reverts to the FRIDAY before) 

POOL HOURS
OPEN 9:00 a.m. CLOSE 8:00 p.m.

Attendants-12-8 Monday-Friday, 10-8 Sat/Sun

POOL PARTIES
72 HOUR NOTICE REQUIRED

at PDCCA office. Limit 15 in party.

ALL CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE 
OF 15 MUST BE ACCOMPANIED 

BY AN ADULT AT POOLSIDE.
Members: Free with card

Office Hours: M, T, W, T
8:00 a.m. - 12 noon, 1:00 -3:30 P.M.

Friday: 8:00 - 12 noon
CALL 760.345.2331

OFFICERS
President                Nerl Porras          360-6715
Vice President Scott Brooks 409-4790
Secretary  James Olsen 772-0670
Treasurer  Rey Villacete 345-5158

DIRECTORS
Terry Archer    360-6887
Josanne Crisp   834-8317
Robert Gonia   360-3013
Shirley Hotwagner   610-1190

COMMITTEES
Architectural Control         Terry Archer
Community Improvement Jim Olsen
Newspaper & Editor  Phyllis Harkins
Social   Robert Gonia
Greeter   
Safety & Neighborhood Watch  Josanne Crisp
 
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION MANAGER
Phyllis Harkins (Emergency Only) (760) 636-6388
phyllis@pdcca.com 

OFFICE & POOL  (760) 345-2331
Nancy Adams  (760) 345-7413 fax
nancy@pdcca.com

info@pdcca.com • www.pdcca.com

(760)

(760)
(760)

(760)
(760)
(760)
(760)

PDCCA DISCLAIMER: Palm Desert Country Club Association does not endorse any advertiser in our community newsletter.  We also do not endorse any 
advertisements posted on our community bulletin board located in our Common Area. Please check with the Better Business Bureau and the California State 
Contractors License Board prior to commencing work with any contractors.
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(760)

PDCCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OPEN BOARD POSITION



FROM THE EDITOR’S LAPTOP
I find it hard to fathom that ten years have passed since September 11, 2001.  That is a day that 
we will always remember where we were and who we were with when the news came over our 
televisions, radios and computers.  I’ll never forget the first time I returned to New York City after 
9/11 and no longer saw the World Trade Center towers.  That memory will stay with me forever. 
Each generation has its “day to remember”—news of the stock market crash in 1929, the bombing 

of Pearl Harbor, JFK’s assassination in Dallas, Neil Armstrong walking on the moon, and other notable days in our history.  Please 
take a moment on Sunday 9/11/11 to remember all who perished on that horrific day.

Although fall is not yet in our weather pattern, it always signals the startup of events here at PDCCA.  Look in this edition for 
information on our next Neighborhood Watch meeting, and also our annual Thanksgiving Social.  Volunteers are always needed 
to assist at these events; please call Nancy at the PDCCA office (760-345-2331) to sign up. 

The PDCCA Board of Directors took a well-deserved meeting break in July and August, and begin again their monthly board 
meetings on Tuesday, September 6th.  Earlier this year the board motioned to change the meeting date to the first Tuesday of 
each month, so that board meeting news could be published in the next newsletter.  All PDCCA owners are encouraged to attend; 
board meetings begin at 6pm in the PDCCA board room, 77-800 California Drive.

Thanks for supporting our advertisers, see you next month.

Phyllis Harkins, Editor
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SOLAR
ROOFING

SKYLIGHTS

FOR ALL YOUR RE-ROOF & REPAIR NEEDS

TEL: 760.772.2151
Serving PDCC Residents Over 16 Years!

P.O. BOX 1155 • PALM DESERT, CA 92261

To Report DOGS 
running loose,

call Animal Control

760-343-3644



It seems that every year you hear the same thing - “Be it ever so 
humble, there’s no place like home.”  Each year as the thermometer 
starts to rise in May or June each of us complains about the heat 
and each year we decide to go somewhere that’s cool.   Makes one 
wonder why we moved here in the first place.  Well, you see, we 
really like it here, at least most of the time.  It’s just these really hot 
months that get to us.  As one of my friends said, we love our kids 
and it’s nice to visit with them, but their home isn’t our home.
 
As is my custom, I took off for the Pacific Northwest to visit with my 
daughter and son, each of whom welcomed me with open arms 
saying that I could stay as long as I liked.  For some reason, this 
year I seemed to be unable to settle in one place for very long.  I 
even took a flight to Chicago area to visit with a friend whom I hadn’t 
seen in several years.  It was hot there, too, and I was glad to return 
to the P.N.W. 
 
However, I just couldn’t settle down and before I knew it I had packed 
my bags, piled Taffy into the car and took off for home.  Two days 
later you’d never seen two beings so happy to be home at last.  Who 
cares if it’s hot.  IT’S HOME!!!
 
While away, I took the opportunity to visit Mary Yoke in Portland 
area, since we hadn’t seen each other in a few years.  Finding my 
way there took a bit of doing but we finally settled down to a deli-
cious lunch, having an early celebration of her 93rd birthday which 
was Aug. 5 - or is it the 7th.  It seemed like only yesterday that we 
had sat around the bridge table here, bidding our cards a little while 
passing along little tidbits of news or gossip.  What a great visit we 
had!  And she was looking forward to a visit from other friends from 
P.D. as well.  We’ll hear about that next month.
 
It was also possible for me to visit with Karl Berg and his daugh-
ter, Susan, at the home of Nedra’s daughter, Jan.  It happens that 
Jan lives “just around the corner” from my son in Lake Forest Park 
-almost walking distance.  Karl has sold his home here on Texas 
Avenue where he and Nedra had lived for over 25 years and had 
made plans to live in an assisted living place in Washington near his 
daughter and son.  
 
However, Karl was having problems with a severe infection in his 
foot, had his large toe amputated but needed still more surgery.  
Since that luncheon day he has been hospitalized for several days, 
has had stents put in his leg to enable the blood to flow more freely 
in his leg and foot and thus to heal it, finally.  He was in better spirits 
when last we spoke and was looking forward to feeling better soon.  
Although he is using a walker these days, the prognosis is good and 
his daughter plans to have him at her home until he’s ready to move 
on with his plans.

This n’ That by Lu Clubb
7TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 

DECORATING CONTEST WINNERS
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At home, June Mikan has made a few visits to the hospital this past 
month or so, having had heart  problems.   She now wears a pace 
maker and is feeling well enough to attend the wedding of her grand-
son in Grass Valley, CA.  
 
Hal Schilling is now a resident of the Indio Nursing Home until his 
condition improves.  He has had a long siege of ill health that hit him 
so unexpectedly a few months ago.
 
Latest news of Betty Boal is that she is home following surgery and 
able to be up and about a little.
 
Earline DuFault has had health problems of late with her back.  Our 
best wishes to each and every one of you, please get well.  You 
know it’s not fun being “out of the loop” of things.
 
To all of you folks who take the time to read this, when you are gone 
for an extended period of time, please see that someone is looking 
after your place.  If you have a pool, make sure it is kept cleaned 
while you’re away so that it doesn’t breed mosquitos or any other 
unpleasantness.
 
Thanks to all of you for your support and don’t forget to call.  I’m in 
the phone book.
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ANOTHER ONE FOR THE BUGGY-WHIP MUSEUM  
by Fred Stock

Penmanship?What? Handwriting! What’s That? Cursive writing, 
you know,” longhand”... What are you talking about? It’s like texting 
without a device! Are you daft?

A few weeks ago a story circulated through the media about a 
movement in the public school system to eliminate the teaching of 
cursive writing. The proponents made a case for obsolescence – 
saying something akin to, “Ain’t like nobody usin’ that no more any 
kinda way!” Yes, well, that’s authoritative!  That conversation in the 
first paragraph may well come to be sooner than we think, if this 
hallowed art form is eliminated. What a shame to have wasted all 
those hours in parochial school practicing rolling l’s and o’s along 
with a “q” that looked like a numeral two on steroids. All that time 
being whacked on the knuckles with a ruler wielded by Sister Mary 
Pitbull. I feel like a lad who spent ten years in the hooscow for a 
crime they just decriminalized! Oh, my!

A trip to the mall will show you how things have changed, however.  
NO young person has a pen or a pencil, none a little notebook 
in their pocket. That space on their person has been replaced by 
a tiny rectangular screen which has more computing power than 
the first two ”supercomputers” combined. It’s probably just as well. 
Have you ever watched our youth try to write something difficult, 
like their signature, for instance? They wad up their fingers in a 
contorted fist, painfully holding the ballpoint pen in such a way that 
the tip is very close to the fat part of their hand just below the little 
finger. You couldn’t begin to get past those nuns with that! And in 
fact they wouldn’t need it! You can’t do your college assignments 
without a laptop. If you can’t type, you are somewhat crippled! It’s 
like having one arm missing… do-able but not a delight!

Cursive writing is beautiful when properly executed. The Founding 
Fathers didn’t own a single cell phone or have access to a copier. 
The first practical typewriterwas marketed by Remington Arms Co. 
in 1873, so they didn’t have anything but a quill pen and an inkwell 
to create such notable documents as the Declaration of Indepen-
dence and our Constitution. Those documents were written in Olde 
English cursive style by hand. Artistically and content-wise, beauti-
ful creations.

Let’s attempt to distill it down to basics. Will our grandchildren’s 
children even be able to read them if they happen upon the uncon-
verted originals of the great writings? If they are not digitally stored 
in 1’s and 0’s, will they even know what they say? Will our hand-
writing go the way of Sanskrit ?Something for creaky old scholars 
to study? Yikes! It is just possible that before too many additional 

generations have layered the onionskin of our species’ history, the 
medical professionals will have the reputation for the best handwrit-
ing available. Now, there’s a paradigm shift!

And here’s a quandary for folks like me, who operate a business 
and occasionally give away company inscribed ballpoint pens as 
gifts to clients. Will there be a need for such things in my future? 
Should I look instead for a battery manufacturer who can etch a 
business slogan and email address on a 2032 energy cell the size 
of a nickel? Oh, it’s all so complicated!-fhs
 

Villas on the Green 
55+ ACTIVE LUXURY APARTMENT LIVING 

77-120 California Dr. 
Palm Desert, CA 92211 

Phone: 866-568-9004 
Fax: 760-200-9280 

Email: pdvillas@calamerican.com 

Nestled on the Palm Desert Country Club fairways 

• Studio, 1 BR & 1BR w/Den 
• Spacious Open Floor Plans 
• Clubhouse & Heated Pool 
• Pets on Approval 
• Fitness Facility & Big Screen 
• Assigned Covered Parking 



Neighborhood Watch
Town Hall Meeting

Wednesday, October 19, 2011
7pm @ Alice Marble Hall, 

77-800 California Drive, Palm Desert.

Speakers will be announced 
in the October edition. 

Coffee and Dessert will be Served 
Door Prize Drawing
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In our November 2011 edition, we will publish six 
old fashioned Christmas cookie recipes.

Each winner will receive a $10.00 
grocery store gift card.

Submit all recipes to info@pdcca.com
All recipes must be submitted by

October 10, 2011

Christmas Cookie
Recipe Contest

A THOUGHT FOR FOOD
by Alan Schoening

EUREKA, I’ve found it!!!

I was a world-weary jaded traveler by the age of 18, having 
gone from the farm in Wisconsin to postwar Germany in 1953. 
Unfortunately, I did not travel on the QEII but on the Gen. W.O. 
Darby, a troop-carrying liberty ship reconstituted from WWII. 
Working with an intelligence gathering unit at Air Force Head-
quarters in Weisbaden, I felt that some of the intelligence must 
have rubbed off and enhanced me personally. As opposed to 
just going out to the local bierstube and getting silly on German 
beer and wurstchen as many of my compatriots did, I ALSO 
discovered many other ecstasies which included drinking Jo-
hannisberger Reisling on the banks of the Rhine, dining on 
beef tartare with capers, anchovies and a raw egg yolk in the 
Rathskeller, i.e. basement of the city hall, or going to Holland 
to eat smoked eels followed by chilled glasses of Genever. Oh 
yes, those were heady times after being raised on over-cooked 
venison sans porcini and Barolo sauce.

Directly behind our base, I discovered a small Italian res-
taurant next to a block of bombed out buildings. As part of a 
pay-day ritual, I dined there every two weeks. Chickens were 
rare in Germany, and the cacciatore reflected it. The Bifstek 
mit Champignions was a disaster. However, a rigatoni cas-
serole was fantastic, and it became my must eat meal every 
two weeks. I have been hoping to find this recipe for the past 
almost 50 years and just this week it appeared in a fairly new 
magazine called “Cucina Italiana.” Before Faye Levy reinvents 
it, I will share it with you and hope to be invited to dinner.
Rigatoni Casserole     

2 Tbs. sweet butter  3 Tbs. extra virgin olive oil
3 Tbs. flour   2 zucchini, cubed
1 cup whole milk, heated 3 ½ oz. prosciutto, cubed
¾ lb. rigatoni   2 Tsp. minced parsley
1 onion, minced   1 Tsp. minced marjoram
1 carrot, minced          2 ¼ cup grated Grana Padano
1 celery stalk, minced

Make the bechemel sauce: melt the butter in a 1 quart pot. Add 
the flour. Cook 5 minutes, stirring over medium heat. Pour in 
the milk, whisking to avoid lumps. Bring to a boil; cook, stirring, 
10 minutes over low heat. Season with salt.

Preheat the oven to 450 degrees. Bring 4 quarts of water to 
a boil. Cook the rigatoni with salt and a little oil until al dente. 
Drain.

Saute the onion, carrot, and celery in the olive oil for 5 minutes 
over medium heat in a 12” saute pan. Add the zucchini, pro-
sciutto, parsley and marjoram. Cook 5 minutes. Fold in the riga-
toni. Transfer to a buttered baking dish. Top with the bechemel 
sauce and grana. Bake 10 minutes; serve hot. Serves 6.

My daughter Lisa the Italian cook, told me that Grana Padano 
is a very fine form of parmaggiano de reggiano.

Buono appetito!!!
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I hope this finds you all doing well and enjoying your summer. 
Other than several weeks of high humidity, it seems to be a 
rather mild summer. The only thing that would make it better 
would be if our course would open up.

Speaking of the course, I have not heard any new rumors to 
report on as to the status of a new owner. The condition of 
the big course is gradually improving. I am not sure about the 
little course.

We all need to be appreciative for the City Code Enforce-
ment, especially Code Compliance Officer, Shawn Kilpatrick. 
He monitors the condition of the course daily, keeps in con-
tact with the maintenance crew and the bank to ensure ev-
erything is kept up for the health and safety of the residences 
of PDCC, as well as addressing any issues your board and 
manager ask of him.

QUESTIONS 
& ANSWERS

By Terry Archer, PDCCA Board Member

SELF DEFENSE SPECIALIST
Retired Deputy Sheriff & Law Enforcement Academy Instructor

Geriatric Courses • Balance Forms 
 Seated Exercise • Practical Self Defense

Call Today for More Information

575.517.7899

CLASSES FORMING NOW

Since the last issue of your newsletter, I received a number of 
responses, many very positive and some not so positive to my 
comments about supporting the club. One thing I want to make 
clear is that I am not advocating we put money into the pockets 
of the new owners, but a way to ensure that if the club is ever 
closed again that we would not have to go through the terrible 
conditions the course was allowed to fall into. Keep this in mind 
if we are ever given the opportunity to support the club to help 
ensure its success. It will benefit all of us, on and off the course, 
with “improved property values.”

Please contact me with any items you would like for me to ad-
dress in this column. Good day.

TERRY ARCHER
smokinarcher@hotmail.com

760.200.5544 • www.BrooksPrintingImpressions.com

Newsletters • Business Cards • Business Forms • Brochures
Color Copies • BW Copies • Graphic Design • Much, Much More

GUARANTEED LOWEST COPY PRICE IN TOWN!
(Located Just One Mile from PDCC)
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Reprinted with the permission of the 
Historical Society of Palm Desert.

Got a Honey - Do List?
Call Nick PDCC Resident

760-218-0509

PIANO LESSONS
Well educated, very experienced, 

kind teacher. Children & Adults
Beginners to Very Advanced

Ms. Zook 760-360-6782

CAVANAUGH ELECTRIC
Air Conditioning & Electric Contractor

347-3608
Lic # 286936   Rodney Cavanaugh

DESERT PC SERVICES
2 Hrs./$60.00 (new customer special)

Call Hugo @ (760) 464-8707

“HANDYMAN”
Home Repairs & Maintenance  

Call “Nelson” First
(760) 831-3841

Mike The Handyman
CALL: 760-837-7085

GARDENING SERVICE
Fine Homes, Detail, Gardening

Trimming, Commercial Accounts,
Sprinkler Work, Clean Ups, Etc.

CALL Gregory Sustaita
760-775-4179

760-619-8990 cell

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
Income Tax Preparation

Kris Stefferud, CPA
Phone 760-345-1441

House and small pet(s) sitting.
Household chores and bookkeeping.

(760) 636-8792

JOHN’S WINDOW CLEANING
Inside & Out. Also Mirrors & Screens

Now Offering Screen Repair
760-835-0350

COMPUTER REPAIR
TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS
CALL Tom @ 760-409-2002

MASSAGE
Gentle Caring Message by Karen

Deep Tissue With Light Touch
Karen (760) 835-3097

KANDY MURPHY MUSIC STUDIOS
Private Instruction

Guitar, piano, brass woodwinds
Call: (760) 534-5249

AL BOYER PAINTING
Top Quality Work

Phone: (760) 345-7842

FULL & SELF SERVICE GASOLINE
Official Smog Inspection & Repair

Brake • A/C

  360-9600
Corner of Washington St. & Ave. of the States

77920 Ave. of the States • Palm Desert

10% OFF
Car Repair 

Over $100
& Up to $50

(NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON)
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MANAGEMENT MEMOS
School began on August 29th—please be attentive to the children and the school buses back in our 
community.

PDCCA Pool Hours: 
September 1 through September 10  9am to 9pm Attendants M/F 12-9, Sat/Sun 10-9
September 11 through September 30  9am to 8pm Attendants M/F 12-8, Sat/Sun 10-8

Board Meetings:  Board meetings resume this month; please note that board meetings will be held on 
the first Tuesday of each month, 6 pm, in the PDCCA board room.  Please attend if you are a PDCCA 
homeowner.

To all landlords--the CC& R Governing Documents of PDCCA require that the office have on file a 
copy of your current tenant’s lease, and also your transfer of membership rights form.  Pool cards can 
only be issued in your tenant’s name if we have both of these items. 
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Fall Thanksgiving Social

Saturday, November 12th

5:30 PM PDCCA  
Alice Marble Hall

Turkey & Trimmings

$8.00 Adult / $4 for Children 5-12
RSVP by Thursday 11/10/11 to PDCCA 

Office. All Palm Desert Country Club 
Residents are Welcome.

DONATE USED ITEMS
If you wish to donate items to charity, the following list is some 
of the charitable organizations that will pick up items at your 
convenience:

Martha’s Village & Kitchen: 760.347.4741
The Salvation Army: 800.443.4224
United Cancer Research Society: 800.443.4224
Angel View Crippled Children: 760.322.2440
Desert Aids Project: 760.328.1330
Historical Society of Palm Desert: 760.346.6588

Call California Shopping Carts
1-800-252-4613

Have the location address, city,
cross street, and store name

ready when you call.

Abandoned Grocery Cart
on your street?
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QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1984
EXPERIENCE MAKES THE DIFFERENCE

(760) 340-9293
www.MountainViewCarpet.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

-  COMPUTER  REPAIR  -
(PDCC Association Member for 12 years)

PCs & Macs   /   Laptops & Desktops
25 Years Experience - Special Season Rates

$20 Diagnosis   /   $45 Tune-Up
DATA RECOVERY  &  VIRUS REMOVAL

Matt (760) 636-3153
AJ    (760) 636-8967

Mon - Sat   9AM - 7PM  *  Sunday   11AM - 5PM

TAKE “CUMULATIVE” OUT OF OUR CC&R’S

Letters to the Editor

In the August (2011) edition of the PDCC Association newsletter, I noted that the word VOTE was used five times in 
an article. That reminded me that before the next election for directors, we need to take “cumulative” voting out of 
our CC&R’s. As I noted in a prior newsletter and in attendance at four board meetings, the state has recommended 
that every Association take cumulative voting out of their CC&R’s. It is a very dangerous option. Using this method, 
it would be possible for two or three people to completely overtake the control of an Association Board. It has been 
used in several homeowners groups in the Coachella Valley and all over the state. It has resulted in chaos for ho-
meowners and Association Boards. Our board has promised me that they will attend to this matter before the next 
election. It will take a special election on just this matter, but it needs to be done. This is just a reminder that the word 
VOTE is very important and can make or break an Association Board.

Beth Ash



Palm Desert Country Club Association
77-800 California Drive
Palm Desert, CA 92211

2011 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September 6 Board Meeting
October 4 Board Meeting
October 19 NW Town Hall Meeting
November 1 Board Meeting
November 12 Thanksgiving Social
December 6 Board Meeting

2012 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 3 Board Meeting
February 7 Board Meeting


